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The idea of the Congresses was conceived by Marie
Tamesier. Her pleadings enlisted the sympathy
and support of Bishop Gaston de Segur, who per-

fected the arrangements of the necessary details of

the first Congress, which was held at Lille, in
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He presided at the gathering and explaining its

purpose said : "It is quite evident that the great evils

of the day, not merely in France, but throughout

the whole Christian world, are traceable to the de-

nial of Jesus Christ. Secularization has been the

watchword of the enemies of God and their purpose
has been to keep religion and the supernatural away
from the hearts of men. Our purpose is to open a

way to man's heart for Jesus to enter, and this pur-

pose can only be attained by means of the Holy
Eucharist."

The purpose of the Twenty-eighth International

Eucharistic Congress is to manifest publicly Catho-

lic love, loyalty and devotion to Jesus Christ present

in the Eucharist ; to promote and inspire among
men greater love and a more widespread devotion

to the Blessed Sacrament, and to endeavor to make
reparation for the outrages committed against the

Real Presence. ::
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Its sole aim is purely *a spiritual one. Because of

this nothing that might detract, even remotely,

from the chief end to be attained, shall be permitted.

Nothing is to be tolerated that might even suggest

a profane or unworthy purpose. There is to be no

commercialism and no suggestion of money-making,

of barter and sale. Chicago Catholics will finance

everything; outside collections and help, conces-

sions, were early banned. Proffers of aid from Chi-

cago merchants were acknowledged with courtesy,

and declined. It is said that a wholly legitimate

offer of two hundred thousand ($200,000) dollars

for a single concession was promptly spurned.

More than one-third of the inhabitants of Chi-

cago are Catholics and represent in their ancestry

nearly every country in Europe. This fact alone

should guarantee a larger attendance than ever be-

fore thronged a similar affair. No restrictions are

placed as regards those who may come; no distinc-

tions are made between priest and layman; there

are no limitations of selected delegates. Since the

days of Pentecost, no such gathering of nations and
tongues has been united by so single a purpose. In

every garb, of every tongue and custom, they will

kneel as one together, all intent upon a single ideal.

It is well that such an event as a Eucharist Con-

gress should take place at this particular time. At

no period in the history of our country has there

been a more widespread demand for expression of

Catholicity than at the present. The Eucharist

Congress will present a concrete argument to the

unbelieving world for the Faith that is in our hearts.

When Faith can make millions kneel in the dust of

a city street as the Blessed Sacrament is carried by,

even the scoffer must be impressed. A man kneel-

ing in adoration to the passing Eucharist is an argu-

ment more powerful than the words of all great
' speakers or writers. ^ '^yyy/'''y'.y''''i,:''''
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For months past, thousands in Chicago—priest
and layman—have been preparing for the great

event. They claim that it shall be the greatest of

the Congresses—the loftiest world hymn of praise

that has ever ascended to God. The amazing scope

on which they are laying their plans nears the

borderland of incredulity. From the plans already

prepared we might draw the following conclusions

:

(1) The Congress is to be the largest single re-

ligious gathering held in the world. (2) A million

Confessions and Communions in one day in a single

city. (3) The greatest outdoor Mass ever cele-

brated. (4) A trained choir of 60,000 voices, the

largest ever assembled. (5) Most numerous and

most impressive ecclesiastical procession ever seen

in America. (6) The world's largest auditorium,

never before completely filled, to be filled to over-

flowing and 85,000 emergency capacity added. (7)

The greatest feat of transporting, feeding, and hous-

ing numbers ever attempted.

It has been doubted whether Chicago could do

these things which have never been done before, but

the Catholics of Chicago claim that they can and will

do these things. Chicago is a city of pre-eminent

physical achievement and is classed as the paragon

of American commercialism. These two facts alone

warrant the solution of the material problems. And
as for the spiritual side, in vigor and piety the

Catholic life of Chicago might be used as a model

for many of the other cities of the nation.

Twenty-seven International Eucharistic Con-

gresses have come and gone. Twelve nations have

been awed by them and have taken on a new spirit-
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uality. There seems little doubt that America will

give to the Congress its greatest exemplification.

But it is hoped that the Congress will give to

America, perhaps, its most urgent need—a new,

virile yet humble spirituality that may permeate all

its impatient life.


